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In this, the Jubilee Year of our Province, 





many leaders and pioneers have been 
honored. Tribute has been paid to many of 
those who, amid difficulty, hardship and some- 
times danger, blazed the early trails. Along 
those trails have followed others who have 
added their contributions to the foundations 
laid by those pioneers. Equally in the future 
there will undoubtedly be those who break 
new trails and they, too, will be pioneers. The 
Master Farm Family Program seeks to honor 
some of those people who reach out for new 


and better things in farming and living. 


Good farming today requires the appli- 
cation of science to husbandry practices, but 
it requires more than this. It requires the 
application of sound farm management, the 
proper organization of the farm business to 
utilize all the resources of the farm and the 
farm family. When, to these principles are 
added Right Living and Clear Thinking, the 
result is a Master Farm Family. 


Special honor is due to the selected 
families, but even nomination by neighbors 
indicates the high regard in which a family 
is held in the community. To all of those who 
participated this year, I offer my congratula- 
tions and those of the Government of Alberta. 


HONORABLE L. C. HALMRAST 


Minister of Agriculture 
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THE SCHNEIDER FAMILY, 
VEGREVILLE 










THE ROBINSON FAMILY, PINCHER CREEK 





THE FOOD WHICH WAS NOT HE CAUSES TO BE. 
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FARM FAMILIES 
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ROM mechanical engineering to practical agriculture 

is an unusual step but for the Robinson Family it has been a | 
satisfactory one. Mr. Robinson, born in Milwaukee, graduated 
in engineering and operated a successful dairy farm in 
Quebec before coming to Alberta. The family now operates 
the Alberta Ranch, said to be the oldest in Alberta on deeded 
land, and to have been named by Governor-General, thé 
Marquis of Lorne. 


Cattle ranching is the principal activity on the ranch 
though 1,000 acres of cultivated land normally yield-800 tons 
of hay and 12,000 bushels of feed grain. Livestock consists 
of 575 Herefords, of which 250 are pure-bred, some swine and 
poultry, and a small flock of North Country Cheviot sheep. 


Acquiring the ranch in a run-down condition, the Robinson 
family has restored and repaired the 100 miles of fence and 
29 buildings including the original log cabin—vintage of 1883. 
The latter, retrieved from its use as a cattle shed, has been 
restored, thus preserving an historical item and providing 
rooms for family living. A spacious ten-room modern home 
has been added. A spirit of hospitality provides a guest house 
for visiting friends. 


Throughout the home, books and paintings attest the cul- 
ture of the members who make up this family unit. Mrs. 
Robinson came as a girl from Ireland to Quebec, where she 
met and married her husband. Evan, 23-year-old son, works 
with his father; Deirdre, the elder daughter, is married; while 
Moira, younger daughter, is at home and attends school. 


Mrs. Robinson's health does not permit of too much com- 
munity service but her husband's interest in this field has 
found outlets as vestryman in the Anglican Church, director 
of the Western Stock Growers’ Association, member of Pincher 
Creek Rehabilitation Committee and of the Agricultural 
Institute of Canada. He is a past president of the National 
Dairy Council and past chairman of MacDonald College 
Advisory Committee. 
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MR. AND MRS. ROBINSON 
PINCHER CREEK 






THE CULTIVATION OF THE EARTH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT LABOR OF MAN. 
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oh B. O. Brown Family has developed a rather unique 
farming enterprise in the Acme district. Mr. Brown and his 
son, Murray, now operate one of the largest turkey farms 
in the Province, where they raise 15,000 Bronze turkeys and 
sell 120,000 hatching eggs per year on the farm of 600 cul- 
tivated acres. The entire farm business centers on the turkeys, 
which consume all of the farm's grain production as well as 
a great deal more which is purchased. 


Mr. Brown came to Alberta in 1924, possessed only of the 
clothes he wore, a Degree in Agriculture from the University 
of Minnesota and a determination to build a future in this 
Province. His first livestock venture was in hogs, which he 
expanded to an annual marketing of 1,200 pigs. When in 
1945 rhinitis dictated a change in production, turkeys, formerly 
Mrs. Brown's sideline, became the major enterprise. 


Economy and efficiency are the keynotes and are reflected 
in scientific husbandry as well as by the practical housing 
arrangements. An 18,000-bushel elevator and annex provides 
grain storage and accommodates weighing, grinding and 
mixing facilities. Relatively cheap sheds shelter the birds on 
summer range. 


A high educational standard prevails in the family. The 
eldest son, Jack, with a Master's Degree in Agriculture, now 
operates a broiler plant in Midnapore, marketing 24,000 fryers 
per year, but remains closely associated with the home farm. 
Murray has a Bachelor's Degree in Agriculture from the Uni- 
versity of Alberta. He has been in partnership with his father 
and now, recently married, is about to take over active man- 
agement of the farm, permitting his parents to retire in Calgary 
where Dorothy, the only daughter, is secretary to an en- 
gineering firm. 


Early attention to tree planting provided a series of shelter- 
belts which are very pleasing, effective and rather unusual 
im that cred. 


All members of the family have been active in community 
organizations such as Board of Trade, F.U.A. and 4-H Clubs. 


The hospitality of this home and the general operation 
of the farm make a visit to this family a pleasant and inter- 
esting experience. 





*4E FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY WHICH HAS LOST ITS TASTE 
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MR. AND MRS. BROWN 
ACME 
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ae Schneider Family reflects the progress that can result 
from the application of sound practices and hard work to 
farming in Alberta. 


Coming from Russia to Canada with his parents in 1896, 
Mr. Schneider grew up on their farm in the Josephburg district. 
By sharing the duties of bringing that farm under cultivation 
he was well trained to begin farming for himself, which he 
did in 1916 by buying a farm at Mundare. In the same year 
he acquired in Mrs. Schneider a partner who has helped him 
at every stage of his career. 


Later they purchased a farm east of Vegreville and here, 
side by side, they cleared and broke the land, picked the roots 
and saw a succession of good crops and poor ones. Here, 
by hard work and enterprise, they have built a successful 
farm. Here, too, they have raised their family of one son and 
two daughters. 


Denied the advantage of advanced formal education, they 
have compensated by missing no opportunity to gain knowl- 
edge and practical experience in their chosen calling and have 
ensured that their children should have the privileges of 
adequate training. Cora and Walter attended Vermilion 
School of Agriculture, while Myrtle is a graduate nurse. The 
two former are at home taking an active part in the farm 
business, while the latter is married to a doctor and, with him, 
spent six years in missionary work in India. 


The farming business of the Schneider family is a diversi- 
fied one. A sound cropping program ensures the maintenance 
of soil fertility and control of weeds. The forage and much of 
the grain produced is fed to dairy and beef cattle, hogs and 
poultry. Good husbandry practices and adequate buildings 
and machinery contribute much to the overall success of a well 
organized farm. A spacious and fully modern home adds a 
touch of gracious living. 


There were good times and difficult ones, but the result 
is a credit to the hard work and ambition of the Chris 
Schneider Family. 


THAT NATIONAL STRENGTH LIES VERY NEAR THE SOIL. 


IF THERE IS ONE LESSON OF HISTORY WHICH IS UNMISTAKABLE, IT IS 





MR. AND MRS. SCHNEIDER 


VEGREVILLE 
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THE ROBINSON FARM 










THE BROWN FARM 





THE SCHNEIDER FARM 





FARMING IS THE MOST HONORABLE OF PROFESSIONS, AND UNQUESTIONABLY 
A ROMANTIC AND INSPIRING ONE. 
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GRASS 


Next in importance to the divine profusion of water, light and air, those 
three physical facts which render existence possible, may be reckoned 
the universal beneficence of grass. Lying in the sunshine among the butter- 
cups and dandelions in May, scarcely higher in intelligence than the minute 
tenants of that mimic widerness, our earliest recollections are of grass; and 
when the fitful fever is ended and the foolish wrangle of the market and 
forum is closed, grass heals over the scar which our descent into the bosom 
of the earth has made, and the carpet of the infant becomes the blanket of 
the dead. 


Unobtrusive and patient, it has immortal vigor and aggression. Banished 
from the thoroughfares and fields, it bides its time to return, and when 
vigilance is relaxed or the dynasty has perished, it silently resumes the 
throne from which it has been expelled but which it never abdicates. It 
bears no blazonry of bloom to charm the senses with fragrances or splendor 
but its homely hue is more enchanting than the lily or the rose. It yields 
no fruits in earth or air, yet should its harvest fail for a single year famine 
would depopulate the world. 
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